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About BONUS
c2017 was the fifth full year of implementation of BONUS, the joint Baltic Sea research 

and development programme www.bonusportal.org. 

cBONUS improves the effectiveness of the Baltic Sea environmental research 
programming and approach by integrating the research activities in the Baltic Sea 

system into a durable, cooperative, interdisciplinary well-integrated and focused multi-
national programme.

cBONUS enhances region’s research capacity and underpin the development and 
implementation of ‘fit-for-purpose’ regulations and management practices. This 

is done in order to respond effectively to the major environmental and key societal 
challenges which the region faces, and will face, in the coming years. 
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BONUS projects cover now all strategic 
research themes set jointly with  
the end-users of knowledge 

cBONUS has launched four calls (2012, 2014, 2015 and 2017), and selected 40 projects 
for funding. 13 innovation projects and four research projects have finished;  

23 research or innovation projects are ongoing, and a few more projects are  
planned to start in autumn 2018.

Today, all 19 themes of the BONUS strategic research agenda  
are satisfactorily covered. 

“In the beginning BONUS was only a vision of 
better and more effective research to solve 
the common problems that the Baltic Sea is 
facing. It is satisfying to see that after 15 years 
this vision has now become the reality.”
Kaisa Kononen,  
Executive Director, BONUS
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https://www.bonusportal.org/files/5835/BONUSBrochure2017Web.pdf
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In 2017, BONUS launched its last call – BONUS call 2017: Synthesis

 

cThis sets to synthesise the research outputs that address the challenges for sustainable 
use of the Baltic Sea ecosystem services. Topics selected for this call extend across 

the strategic objectives and themes of the BONUS strategic research agenda. Projects 
are expected to start their implementation in autumn 2018 and analyse as broad body of 
research outputs as necessary for robust and unbiased review and credible gap analysis, 
including, but not limited to, the outputs of research done within BONUS.

Seven ‘BONUS call 2012: Viable ecosystem’ projects completed  
their third year of implementation

 

cThe summary statistics collected about the projects’ performance revealed that 
the BONUS projects are contributing significantly to the aims of the programme: 

Alone the seven projects funded from the ‘BONUS call 2012: Viable ecosystem’ had 
made by the end of the reporting period 63 suggestions for designing, implementing 
and evaluating the efficacy of relevant public policies and governance on international, 
European, the Baltic Sea region or national level. Also, more than 1250 scientists from the 
projects funded from both the ‘BONUS call 2012: Viable ecosystem’ and ‘BONUS call 2014: 
Sustainable ecosystem services’ participated in different stakeholder committees.

https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/synthesis_2017
https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/ve_2012
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Eight ‘BONUS call 2014: Sustainable ecosystem services’ projects  
completed their second year of implementation

cIn 2017, ample active contributions by sustainable ecosystem services projects were 
made to improve relevant policies and management actions. All projects were par-

ticularly active in organising stakeholder events and involving stakeholders from the very 
beginning of their projects’ implementation. Altogether projects organised 38 different 
events during the reporting period. 

Final eight ’BONUS call 2012: Innovation’ projects  
completed their implementation 

cThe BONUS briefing issued in October 2017 on the now completed ‘BONUS call 
2012: Innovation’ projects captured how these 13 projects have demonstrated 

that collaboration between industrial and academic partners can produce tangible 
results that are readily applicable to the current challenges of improving the marine 
environment and maritime safety on the sea. These projects’ experiences can be  
applied also in other sea basins.

https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/ses_2014
https://www.bonusportal.org/files/5913/BONUSbriefing29WEB.pdf


BONUS CLEANAQ participants studying aquaculture 
sludge treatment at a commercial farm during the 
project kick-off meeting.
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Twelve ‘BONUS call 2015: Blue Baltic’ projects started their  
implementation between 1 April and 1 September 2017

cThe theme on sustainable aquaculture in the Baltic Sea was opened for the first 
time in this call and received a good response with three of the funded projects 

addressing different aspects of it. Also, this call has broadened the geographical scope 
of projects as besides eight BONUS participating countries, researchers from five other 
countries – Belgium, Canada, Norway, UK and USA – are partners. Also participation of 
SMEs in BONUS projects is increasing with 19 new industrial partners in these projects.

Synthesising outcomes of BONUS research adds value to addressing the 
challenges for sustainable use of the Baltic Sea ecosystem services

cThe projects’ clustering and collaboration activities for 2017/18 included among 
other three BONUS symposia – the first held in September by BONUS INSPIRE 

and BIO-C3 in Tallinn, the second in October by BONUS SHEBA in Gothenburg on the 
topic of shipping and environment, and the third in March 2018 by BONUS BALTICAPP, 
GO4BALTIC, MIRACLE and SOILS2SEA projects in the framework of sustainable 
ecosystem governance under changing climate and land use in the Baltic Sea region.  

cThe BONUS clustering activities have resulted in production of larger knowledge 
synthesis publications: a team led by BONUS BIO-C3 and involving eight BONUS 

projects submitted a manuscript “The Baltic Sea as time machine for the global coastal 
ocean” and another team involving authors of six projects produced a manuscript on 
the issues of standardising climate and socio-political scenarios for the Baltic Sea region.  
Also a special issue of AMBIO in early 2019 will synthesise the results of the 3rd BONUS 
Symposium.  

https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/bb_2015
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BONUS and society: positive impact 
assessments, active stakeholder 
engagement and successful final evaluation 
steer the way for BONUS continuation

BONUS has had a strong, positive impact on  
the application of science to policy development

cTwo BONUS impact studies (one about impact on scientific excellence 
and the other on policies) were completed and reported, among other, 

on practical use of BONUS-funded research in support of relevant policies: 
The findings showed that BONUS has had a strong, positive impact on the 
application of science to policy development. In other words, it has been 
responsible for wide-ranging improvements such as the extent to which sci-
ence-based thinking and argument is used in policy-making; this underlines 
the notion that in today’s society having policy informing science and sci-
ence informing policy is paramount. 

https://www.bonusportal.org/files/5619/BONUS_Briefing_26_Impact.pdf
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BONUS call 2017: Synthesis

 � Call opens: 9 August 2017 

 � Preregistration deadline: 9 October 2017, 17.00 CET 

 � Proposal submission deadline: 9 November 2017, 17.00 CET 

 � Budget: Minimum EUR 2 million 

 � Funding schemes: Collaborative projects

 � Maximum funding available per project: Up to EUR 450 000 

 � Project implementation: Projects start in September 2018 

at the earliest with each project running for a maximum of 

eighteen months

 � Topics addressed: Each proposal must address one of the 

topics called for in the ‘BONUS call 2017: Synthesis’  

(see pages 2–3)

What is expected from a synthesis project?

 � Knowledge synthesis is central for knowledge translation 

from research community to practice and for ensuring evidence-

based decision making. This call sets out to synthesise the 

research outputs that address the challenges for sustainable 

use of the Baltic Sea ecosystem services1. As inherent elements 

of knowledge synthesis, the proposed projects are expected to 

perform critical review of research outputs as well as identify the 

knowledge gaps and further research needs. Each project funded 

will be also expected to analyse how successfully the outputs of 

science have been taken up at different levels of public governance 

and management, and by industry, and suggest ways to enhance 

the societal significance and impact of research and innovation 

relevant to the specific topic. Topics selected for this call extend 

across the strategic objectives and themes of the BONUS strategic  

research agenda (SRA); they require an interdisciplinary approach 

and shall therefore be examined from different angles, e.g. natural 

science, technology, economy, social aspects.

Projects are expected to analyse as broad body of research 

outputs as necessary for robust and unbiased review and credible 

gap analysis, including, but not limited to, the outputs of research 

done within BONUS. Wherever possible and appropriate, projects 

are expected to apply systematic review methodology, combined, 

where necessary, with a narrative approach. If not stated otherwise, 

each project is expected to produce as its deliverables at least 

three review papers devoted to different aspects of the problem, 

each accompanied by a policy brief(s) distributed to the potential 

users in a targeted manner as well as appropriate, popular 

dissemination materials targeting broad society. 

1 See Box 1, BONUS strategic research agenda 2011-2017, update 2014. BONUS Publication No. 14

A close-up of the BONUS AFISMON AFISys prototype 

to collect and preserve reliable samples, the Baltic 

Divers GmbH dock, Rostock.

1

B
O

N
U

S 
B

R
IE

FI
N

G
 2

9

O
C

TO
B

ER
 2

01
7

briefing
number 29

PH
O

TO
: S

O
PH

IE
 C

H
A

RV
ET

BONUS-funded INNOVATION projects:

For healthier marine environment and safety on the sea

1  BONUS strategic research agenda 2011–2017, update 2014. BONUS publication No. 14.

The consortia funded from the ‘BONUS call 2012: Innovation’ have ended their projects’ implementation.  

Thirteen innovation projects have demonstrated that collaboration between industrial and academic 

partners can produce tangible results that are readily applicable to the current challenges of improving 

the marine environment and maritime safety on the sea. BONUS projects foster cooperation between 

countries of the Baltic Sea basin while the results and experience can be applied also in other sea basins. 

This collaboration benefits both: the industrial partners who recognise the real-life needs and constrains, 

and research partners who provide the state-of-the-art research and scientific knowledge. The projects 

contribute directly to the Blue Growth Strategy of the EU especially in areas of maritime safety and Marine 

Knowledge 2020 as well as the goals of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region.

 � The 13 projects selected from 33 proposals by international 

review panel included a total of 53 participants representing all 

eight BONUS member states of Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Ger-

many, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, and one from France. 

The total costs of the projects amounted to EUR 7.2 million. 

The selected projects covered well the three key themes 

selected from the BONUS strategic research agenda1 for the 

call: eco-technological approaches, in-situ remote sensing and 

laboratory techniques as well as information and communication 

technology for environment, safety and security.

The best way to prevent the nutrients from ending up in the Baltic Sea is to cycle them

 � With the underlined negative impact nutrients from agricul-

ture and other sources have to the fragile Baltic Sea and its great-

est problem of eutrophication, BONUS PROMISE Phosphorus 

recycling of mixed substances tackled an important question of 

how to improve phosphorus utilisation from manure and sewage 

sludge and this way prevent phosphorus from ending up in the 

Baltic Sea. The project found that positive attitude of consumers 

towards recycled fertilizers is an utmost importance for efficient 

phosphorus recycling. BONUS PROMISE provided knowledge 

on how thermophilic anaerobic digestion and pasteurization may 

reduce the contamination risk of some pathogens but not those 

of heavy metals or antibiotics. The study also demonstrated ways 

to eliminate most of the risks by gasification and further treat-

ment of the ash. These results are now available for the decision 

makers to promote better quality of recycled fertilizers and to 

enhance the circular economy of valuable phosphorus resources. 

www.bonusportal.org/promise 

HIGHLIGHTS

“Our overriding conclusion is that BONUS has been in many ways a great success“ 

On relevance

“BONUS was and remains a relevant response to the environ-

mental and policy issues identified in the Baltic Sea region and to 

the difficulty of joint programming from the national level.” 

“BONUS remains relevant also in the sense that more environ-

mental problems are becoming prominent than before...” 

“BONUS has also made a small but potentially important 

contribution to EU science diplomacy by including the Russian 

Federation and strengthening scientific links with the relevant 

Russian research community.”
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The final evaluation completed: 

“BONUS has been in many ways a great success”

The final evaluation of BONUS, the joint Baltic Sea research and development programme 

(Art 185), was undertaken in late 2016 and early 2017 by a panel of five independent experts 

appointed by the European Commission. It was carried out as an obligation stipulated by the 

September 2010 BONUS legislative Decision made by the European Parliament and the Council. 

The evaluation assessed in particular the relevance, effectiveness, efficiency, EU added value as 

well as BONUS’ coherence with other EU policies and programmes. 

At the time of the evaluation, BONUS had reached its mid-point of implementing the BONUS Art 

185 programme; and in October 2017, at the time of the release of the evaluation, the total of 

projects funded by BONUS Art 185 had amounted to 40, of which the 13 innovation projects had 

been completed while the rest are still being implemented. A further few synthesis projects will 

be funded from the final call opened in 2017 with a view that the last project funded in BONUS Art 

185 completes its implementation by September 2020.

The following pages offer a summary of the conclusions of the final evaluation,  

accompanied with BONUS commentary (in italics).   

1
BONUS IN BRIEF MAY 2017 |

T
oday, when celebrating 

our 10-year anniversary 

since establishing the 

independent legal 

entity, BONUS Baltic Organisa-

tions’ Network for Funding 

Science – European Economic 

Interest Grouping on 19 April 

2007, one might think that 

BONUS is a miracle: how could 

this, in the EU scale petite pro-

gramme - reach a unique status 

of ‘Article 185’ (former Article 

169) among four other pro-

grammes of remarkably larger 

size, and yet become a success 

story? No – we do not believe in 

miracles – BONUS is a result of 

dedicated work, collaborative 

spirit and visionary decision-

making boosted by timely and 

favourable policy climate.

Work and fun  

within the era of ERA-NET

It all started already earlier than 

ten years ago when managers 

of a few Baltic Sea oriented 

programmes – the Finnish 

BIREME, Swedish MARE and 

the German Marine Research 

Programme convened in 

a seminar in Helsinki in June 

2002 and started to talk: ‘We 

have this common marine 

asset threatened by so many 

problems and challenges - what 

could we, the research funders, 

do together to rescue it?’ Only 

a couple of months later a bril-

liant idea was handed on a silver 

platter – the European Union 

launched a completely new 

kind of a funding instrument 

called ERA-NET, which was not 

directed to researchers, as we 

had been used to, but to research 

funders. ERA-NET was aimed 

at bringing national research 

programme owners and funders 

together to define common 

research priorities, agree about 

joint programmes and design 

ways how to make it work.

Appropriate partners 

were easy to find from the 

other Baltic Sea countries, 

namely Denmark, Estonia, 

Lithuania, Latvia and Poland. 

Luckily the Finnish BIREME 

programme had created contacts 

with Russian research funders, 

thus the consortium submit-

ting the ERA-NET proposal 

included all nine countries 

surrounding the Baltic Sea as 

well as the International Council 

for the Exploration of the Seas. 

The proposal got the best scores, 

and the kick-off meeting of 

BONUS ERA-NET was held in 

December 2003.

BONUS ERA-NET (2003–

2008) was a steep learning curve 

for all of its partners. It expanded 

our consciousness about the 

many ways how our business 

– research funding and policy – 

can be organised. It challenged 

us to find agreeable consensus on 

how to pool our national funds 

together for funding jointly 

prioritised research themes while 

ensuring the best quality and 

relevance of the research.

The era of ERA-NET was a lot 

of work but also a lot of fun. We 

made songs and poems, and 

presented our national cultures 

to each other. This may sound 

a bit frivolous, but it definitely 

created a positive ‘BONUS 

spirit’ which came to fruition in 

the following years.

Testing the collaboration

In the middle of BONUS 

ERA-NET, we were invited by 

the European Commission to 

Brussels together with a handful 

of other programmes/initiatives. 

The issue was whether BONUS 

would be a suitable candidate to 

be implemented under Article 

169 of the EC Treaty. At that 

time we did not have the slight-

est idea what it meant, but later 

we learned that it is the most 

powerful research funding col-

laboration format in Europe in 

terms of integration, and that it 

needs the highest level of politi-

cal support by the European 

Parliament and the Council. 

The foreseen funding framework 

was 50 % national money and 

50 % matching EU funding for 

a joint programme, so surely we 

got interested.
As a test action, BONUS 

applied for ERA-NET+ funding, 
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BONUS briefing 26:

Impacting the progress 

of science and evidence-

based decision-making 

in the Baltic Sea region

BONUS briefing 27:

Insights into BONUS 

successes:

10 cases from a 10-year  

journey

EDITORIAL

Toasting at the end of the founding meeting of BONUS Baltic organisations’ network for funding science – European Economic Interest Grouping 

on 19 April 2007, from left: Hans-Örjan Nohrstedt, Meelis Sirendi, Juha Sarkio, Kaisa Kononen, Lise Walsted Kristiansen, Domile Lideikyte, 

Johanna Inkinen.
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 � In summer 2016, BONUS, the joint Baltic Sea research and development programme, commissioned two studies to assess the 

programme’s impact with particular emphasis on the years 2009–2016 of BONUS projects’ implementation. Given the policy-

driven nature of BONUS, key emphasis was put on the impact of BONUS on the progress of Baltic Sea science and the practical use 

of BONUS-generated knowledge for stakeholders, as stipulated in the BONUS strategic research agenda1. 

This briefing provides a summary account of some key findings of the two assessment studies.  The first study reported how 

BONUS has contributed to scientific excellence and dissemination of results from Baltic Sea research, the progress of science 

in the region, and ultimately to evidence-based decision-making on the Baltic Sea ecosystem. The second study reported on 

the practical use of BONUS-funded research in support of relevant policies, innovative industries and structuring the macro-

regional research area. This includes evaluations of how well the BONUS challenges research themes, as defined in the BONUS 

strategic research agenda, were addressed by the BONUS-funded projects, and of the views of project participants, funders and 

stakeholders in relation to science and policy development, funding, engagement and BONUS in general.2 

1 The BONUS strategic research agenda (BONUS Publication No. 14) is a systemic process, jointly developed by scientists, policy-makers and other end-

users across the region, and responds to the environmental challenges faced by the region.

2 A comprehensive article based on both assessments has been submitted for an open-access international scientific publication in May 2017.

3  Baltic Sea core paper = published in Web of Science (WoS)-ranked journals and mentioning the Baltic Sea.

Study 1: The BONUS impact on scientific excellence 

and dissemination

 � The findings of the assessment on the BONUS impact on 

scientific excellence and dissemination, carried out by Pauline 

Snoeijs Leijonmalm from Stockholm University, show that the 

BONUS impact on scientific excellence and dissemination 

until now has been positive and substantial. 

BONUS funding increases the quality of Baltic Sea science

BONUS-funded Baltic Sea core papers3 on average had higher 

citation rates (Fig. 1, page 2) and were published in journals 

with higher Journal Impact Factors (JIFs) than non-BONUS-

funded Baltic Sea core papers (Fig. 2, page 2). Especially the 

BONUS Baltic Sea core papers, but also the non-BONUS-

funded Baltic Sea core papers had higher average citation rates 

than the JIFs of the journals in which they were published. 

This indicates that Baltic Sea science in general, and BONUS-

funded research in particular, has a high impact on marine 

science in general. 

BONUS boosts cross-national cooperation,  

which in turn increases scientific quality

An increase in cross-national cooperation as a result of 

BONUS funding was found to be substantial for all countries 

(Fig. 3, page 3). Moreover, cross-national publication increased 

the scientific quality of the papers (Fig. 4, page 3) and is thus a 

major instrument to strengthen scientific excellence.
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1.  BONUS seeks for  

societally acceptable solutions

The importance of including socio-economic sciences into the 

Baltic Sea research ensemble has been understood only recently 

- the number of socio-economists in the Baltic Sea research 

groups is still relatively small, but collaboration amongst those 

involved is increasing and intensifying. BONUS, the policy-

driven Baltic Sea research and development programme, has an 

instrumental role in this development.

 � The comparison of developments of scien-

tific publications in different research subjects 

before BONUS (2002–2008, PRE-BONUS) 

and BONUS (2009–2016) shows that the 

relative increase is highest in multidisciplinary 

sciences (increase 1654 %) and, in particular, 

social sciences (increase 512 %). Comparison 

between published articles outside (NON-

BONUS) and within BONUS during the equal 

period (2009–2016) confirms that the positive 

development is mainly attributable to BONUS 

(difference 339 %)(see BONUS briefing 26).

The underlying reason for such a surge 

of including socio-economic sciences across 

the Baltic Sea research stems from the neces-

sary focus on stakeholders’ - ultimately the tax-

payers’ and voters’ - awareness, perceptions 

and priorities. In research, it is no longer just 

about marine ecosystems structure, function-

ing and vulnerability. Instead, it is only by 

adopting multi- and interdisciplinary research 

approach that enables the understanding of 

complex interactions and interdependencies of 

the environmental conditions and processes, 

Insights into BONUS successes:

10 cases from a 10-year journey

“Side-activities of the Forum of Programme Managers meeting,  

17 September 2004, Roskilde, included sailing on a ‘viking boat’.
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T
his year starts our 

programme’s harvest 

time: assessing outcomes 

of the completed innova-

tion projects, summing up the 

knowledge gathered in project 

clusters, examining BONUS 

impact in two independent 

studies and finally announcing 

a dedicated call for knowledge 

synthesis projects. 

Thirteen BONUS call 2012: 

Innovation projects have com-

pleted their work. The funded 

projects produced many practi-

cal solutions for improving the 

environmental conditions and 

maritime safety in the Baltic 

Sea. They created ways to pre-

vent the nutrients from ending 

up in the Baltic Sea but instead 

cycle them. Solutions were 

developed for improved safety 

in the harbours and at the sea 

and oil detection and pollution 

prevention above and below 

the sea surface was enriched 

with innovative solutions. 

Furthermore, instruments and 

new environmental monitoring 

approaches for better insights 

of the state of the sea were 

developed. Robotic fish sensors 

for enabling better designed fish 

passes connected to the Baltic 

Sea were constructed.   BONUS 

briefing 29 summarises the 

achievements of each of these 

projects. Looking back, we can 

now proudly recognise that in 

its time the BONUS innovation 

call was itself an innovation as it 

brought together basic research 

and technology/commercialis-

ing funders that traditionally 

operate in separate ecosystems. 

Today this trend rules. 

Altogether 27 BONUS projects 

are still ongoing.  The seven 

BONUS call 2012: Viable ecosys-

tem projects and the eight pro-

jects funded from the BONUS 

call 2015: Sustainable ecosystem 

services are approaching comple-

tion in the end of this year or in 

2018. And another 12 projects 

from the BONUS call 2015: Blue 

Baltic just kicked off this year.   

The mature projects are now 

showcasing their results in 

various fora – most recently in 

Tallinn BONUS Symposium by 

BONUS INSPIRE and BIO-C3: 

Science delivery for sustain-

able use of the Baltic Sea living 

resources. The second BONUS 

Symposium Shipping and the 

environment – From regional to 

global perspectives showcased 

the work done by BONUS 

SHEBA. (See pages 2-3 for some 

results presented in the first 

two BONUS Symposia.) The 

heroes of the third Symposium 

Sustainable ecosystem govern-

ance under changing climate and 

land use (to be held next spring) 

will be four BONUS interdisci-

plinary projects BALTICAPP, 

GO4BALTIC, MIRACLE and 

SOILS2SEA. This September, 

also the interactive end-user 

conference of BONUS BAMBI 

‘BaltGene 2017’ shared its results 

addressing the critical issue of 

embedding genetics in the Baltic 

Sea management plans.

BONUS COCOA recently 

published groundbreaking 

results of the role of the coastal 

zone in removing nutrients 

incoming from land. And many, 

many other, much needed top 

science outcomes have/are/will 

emerge. BONUS briefing 27 

tells you more about our pro-

gramme’s success stories. 

BONUS has also been able 

to demonstrate its impact in a 

broader sense. In BONUS 10 

years’ anniversary, two impact 

studies were published demon-

strating profound benefits of 

BONUS science to society. Three 

main conclusions can be drawn: 

1) systematic consultations with 

the knowledge users are impera-

tive, 2) quality and impact of 

science are stronger in transna-

tional projects, and 3) knowledge 

synthesis and skillful populari-

sation are the keys for greater 

impact. See BONUS briefing 28 

for more information.  

All ongoing projects, both the 

mature, mid-term and newcom-

ers look for synergies through 

clustering events. So far the most 

remarkable achievements by the 

BONUS project clusters are two 

joint review papers being sub-

mitted to high profile scientific 

journals, one on the possible 

socioeconomic pathways of 

the Baltic Sea region and the 

related environmental pressures, 

and the other discussing if the 

pressures and management 

approaches seen now in the 

Baltic Sea could serve as a model 

for the future global ocean. 

Furthermore, BONUS call 

2017: Synthesis (BONUS brief-

ing 28) has been opened in 

order to create critical reviews 

of research outputs as well as 

identify the knowledge gaps and 

further research needs.

Seeing all this success we are 

keen to hear about the outcome 

of the BONUS final evaluation 

performed last spring by an 

expert group commissioned by 

the European Commission. The 

evaluation report on the first 

EU research and development 

programme wholly devoted to 

one European regional sea basin 

will be presented in the highest 

possible European political fora 

- to the European Parliament 

and Council. 
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BONUS and society: wide array of activities directed to the broad 
spectrum of stakeholder communities 

cDuring 2017, the BONUS Secretariat alone attended over 50 different seminars, policy 
forums and conferences as invited keynote speaker, participant, observer, member of 

steering committee, exhibitor or organiser, including also the 6th BONUS Young Scientist 
Club www.bonusportal.org/ys under the topic ‘Turbo-charge your writing and communi-
cate the impact of your research!’  

Also, the communications and dissemination… 

c The BONUS website www.bonusportal.org – 35 000 visits, over 20 000 
unique visitors and 100 000 pageviews, over 60 news items etc., and the 
BONUS projects’ website www.bonusprojects.org managed by the projects’ 
themselves – close to 20 000 visits 

c Twitter @BONUSBaltic – 500+ followers, many thousands of impressions over 
the top weekly recordings 

c The BONUS e-bulletin – 19 issues, 3000 subscribers

…activities and events of BONUS continued as a cross-cutting element in BONUS stake-
holder activities and as an integral part of the BONUS programme delivery, and involving 
the wider BONUS community i.e. policy makers, funders, researchers and others with an 
interest to BONUS information and results.  

http://www.bonusportal.org/ys
https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/events_2017
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10-year jubilee celebrations together with BONUS stakeholder  
community took place in May 2017 in Helsinki

 

cOne major highlight was the 6th BONUS Forum:  
Dimensions of BONUS impact on 4 May 2017 

 

 “BONUS has reduced fragmentation of research and made it more 
integrated and interdisciplinary than before” – an independent evaluation 
panel in spring 2017 appointed by the European Commission 

  

cResearch results based on a jointly agreed strategic research agenda are making ma-
jor contributions to development and implementation of the Baltic Sea related policy 

action plans. Resulting from efficient activities and communications towards stakehold-
ers, BONUS has established itself firmly in the broad landscape of key networks crossing 
over a variety of sectors in the Baltic Sea region.

BONUS 10 year jubilee celebration, 4 May 2017

https://www.bonusportal.org/files/5617/BonusInBriefMay2017Web.pdf
https://www.bonusportal.org/events/bonus_10_years_celebration/4_may_wanha_satama
https://www.bonusportal.org/files/5932/BONUSbriefing30_final_evaluation_2017.pdf
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Funds for implementing the BONUS 
programme have been used effectively 

cThe funding for the projects of the BONUS calls 2012, 2014 and 2015 (including in 
kind, free of charge infrastructure contributions) constitute 90 % of the total fund-

ing of EUR 98,4 million reserved for implementing the BONUS programme. With the EUR 
4,736 million still available from the total cash committed to fund BONUS projects, the 
Steering Committee opened one more, smaller ‘BONUS call 2017: Synthesis’ with mini-
mum total funding of EUR 2 million. From the total EUR 5 million contribution reserved 
for the running costs of the BONUS programme, a total of EUR 4,4 million was consumed 
by the end of 2017. 

By the end of 2017, BONUS had signed also bilateral agreements with 17 national pro-
viders of ‘in kind, free of charge’ research infrastructures from seven BONUS countries. By 
completing the Blue Baltic projects’ co-financing agreements in the first half of 2017, the 
well-functioning practise of national funding institutions will continue to ensure the use 
of common rules for EU and national funding.

https://www.bonusportal.org/publications/bonus_annual_review_2017/funding_2017
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Looking forward 
Towards sustainable blue growth and a new joint northern European 
regional seas research and innovation programme 

  

cA dedicated planning group, supported by the Secretariat, steered the preparation 
of the plan for BONUS continuation with the aim of expanding the geographic 

scope to the North Sea. In October 2017, the European Commission launched a call 
for Coordination and Support Action (CSA) H2020-BG-2018-2020 in Horizon 2020 work 
programme 2018–2020 in order to facilitate the process of engaging with the North 
Sea stakeholders. In response to this call, and with the lead by the BONUS Secretariat, 
15 research and innovation funding organisations representing 13 states submitted a 
proposal in February 2018 of a preparatory project for the future joint Baltic Sea and the 
North Sea research and innovation programme.

In autumn 2018:

c A joint HELCOM-BONUS stakeholder conference will take place on 6 November 2018 
in Copenhagen – this together with other key strategic actors invited from the northern 
European regional seas, including ICES, OSPAR, JPIO etc. This builds well on the long-term 
science-policy and BONUS-HELCOM collaboration: in 2017, especially topics of biodiver-
sity protection and marine protected areas, nutrients, social and economic analysis, and 
climate change were on the agenda.
c Future projects to be funded from the ‘BONUS call 2017: Synthesis’ will be kicked off 
with a view of last projects finishing their work in September 2020.
c Provided that the CSA proposal is successful, the planning of the new programme 
with the broadened scope to form a joint northern European regional seas programme 
will start.

All efforts’ undercurrent lies in support of related environmental policy and sustainable 
development of the northern European regional seas and enhanced synergies across the 
region, Europe and wider.

“Cooperation and common vision have been 
our (BONUS’s) strengths and so it should 
remain – just with wider institutional and 
geographical scope.”
Maria Habicht,  
Chair of the BONUS Steering Committee,  
Estonian Research Council

https://www.bonusportal.org/files/4699/BONUS_Publication_No_15.pdf
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